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SUVER PEE SUP KrL EME RT 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 


Boutwell, Edna Aladdin 
RED ROOSTER $1.75 


* A simple, appealing formula, a cheery solution to a sad problem and stunning ani- 
mal pictures by Bernard Garbutt make this reliable and appealing fare. Red Rooster, who 
woke Farmer Greene with his morning salute, found he was no longer needed when the farmer 
bought his alarm clock,and went sadly away to look for someone who needed him. On his tra- 
vels he met other animals who were replaced by modern machinery - hens, a cat, a dog, a 
horse, a@ goat, a cow and then an old woman whose stories to the children were replaced by 
television(!). But a solution soon presents itself in the form of a motherless household 
with four children and a harried father. The animals and the old woman move in, and become 
part of a happy, useful family. A warm-hearted earthiness and sympathy, with a wise com- 
ment on modern times. Impossible to resist the red rooster on the cover and title page: 
Board. (September). 


Fatio, Louise Aladdin 

THE CHRISTMAS FOREST $1.25 
r) * A glowing, Christmasy picture story book about Santa, chimneys and the animals of 
the forest - with marvelous Duvoisin two-color pictures. Although Santa was warned by Mrs. 


Santa Claus to have his delicious smack after his rounds, Santa found the sandwich smells 
too much for him, and after eating his meal,. fell asleep when his sleigh was still full of 
presents. The fox was first to discover the catastrophe, and organized the other animals 
to distribute the presents to "their respective chimneys". No one wanted to disturb Santa, 
who finally awakens to see all his work nicely done. The pictures of the sharp-nosed, 
bright-eyed animals of the woods are exquisite. Board. °(September), 


Unwin, Nora S. | | Aladdin 
DOUGHNUTS FOR LIN $1.75 


A special market in this doggy story for adult admirers of the ragged, whiskery 
charm of the Scotty. But children should enjoy the happy surprises when Lin the Scotty 
rescues one of Mrs. Twinkle's wild bird friends from Mr. Tomcat and finds her lost ring in 
a doughnut. So Lin is allowed to play in the yard, watch his friends the birds, and some- 
times Mrs. Twinkle presents him with a bone - much better for a dog than doughnuts. Per- 
sonality sketches - in the Scotty vein - by the author. Board. (September). 







Walters, George | Aladdin 
THE SNOWPLOW THAT TRIED TO GO SOUTH $1.75 








* As enticing as the title, this story about the clanking, grinding monster that 
spits snow and makes snow castles for children should delight the snowsuit crowd. Sam the 
snowplow wanted to go south with the geese, but somehow he headed in the wrong direction 
where the snow was deeper and deeper. But the children were glad to see him, and he was 
having a fine time until he found himself in trouble with the police, and working very hard. 
He was only too glad to be driven home again. John Resko has given Sam unusually expressive 
eyebrows in the snowy two-Color and black and white pictures. Board. (September) . 
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Doubleday 


Steiner, Charlotte 
KIKI SKATES $1.25 


Winter snow fun with Kiki in another bright little book. Kiki visits Grandmother 
in the country and wakes up to find the ground covered with snow. Soon Kiki is shoveling 
snow, walking with snowshoes, sledding, skiing, (with mishaps) and being pushed on the ice 
in a little chair on runners. But what she most wanted was a pair of skates. Then under 
the Christmas tree Kiki finds her skates, practises, bumps and tumbles but soon learns so 
that she only falls down "twice". Joyous, light-hearted pictures by the author. Board. 


(Publ.) 


Grosset & Dunlap 


Wonder Books 
each 25¢ 


* Chastain, Madye Lee, story and pictures by LET'S PLAY INDIAN 
* Le Grand, story and pictures by THE PUPPY WHO CHASED THE SUN 


Miss Chastain has brilliantly pictured a gleeful story about a little girl who 
wanted to be an Indian, and who got her wish in a supreme, frenzied moment on the school 
stage. A great comfort to little girls who prefer yips and yowls to dolls....The pictures 
of Wilbur the puppy who became exclusive when he discovered he was barking the sun up in 
the morning, and humble but happy when he found out that he had nothing to do with it, are 
wonderful,- very doggy, fresh and wise. Both books in full color and glossy board. (Publ.) 


Grosset & Dunlap 


Zaffo, George 
THE BIG BOOK OF REAL TRUCKS $1.00 


Again the big, big full-page, full-color illustratios that the toy truck set will 
love, with technical information for older brothers. Trailers, busses, automobile carriers, 
a fire truck, a dump truck, etc. are pictured and described with reference to use and vari- 
ations in construction. The story of a truck driver's day is outlined simply and in easy 
prose, but the mechanics of an engine is solid material which may baffle reading mothers. 
Picture book size with laminated cover. Illustrations by the author. (Publ.) 


Harper 


Cassal, Lys 
Riffle Books set $1.00 


‘MY PRESENT MY STOCKING 


Two tiny riffle books for Christmas. My Present tell the story of all the child 
found under the tree and the riffle pages produce a spectacular effect as a child on a 
sled coasts toward the reader. Christmas activities and a riffle Santa filling a stocking 
in My Stocking. Still overpriced for the trick, we think. Paper. (Publ.) 


Petersham, Maud and Miska Macmillan 
THE CIRCUS BABY $1.50 


The Petershams' latest is an engaging piece about a circus elephant with delight- 
ful full-color illustrations. Mother elephant was very proud of her baby, and wanted her 
baby to do the things her friends, the circus clowns did. But when Mother Elephant tried 
to teach her baby to sit up at the table and eat with a spoon everything went wrong - but 
after all, Mother Elephant decided "he was an elephant” and should eat his own way. The 
pictures of Mother Elephant with her placid, kindly face and Baby, looking sleepy and 
helpless, are splendid. Board with jacket. (Publ.) 
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Abel, Ruth and Ray Oxford 
THE NEW SITTER $2.00 


The story of a night with a motherly sitter, disappointing in flatness of story 
and illustration. Molly and Tim are to have a sitter when their mother and father go out. 
The children wonder what she will be like, but Mrs. Mosey is a very nice old lady who helps 
them to blow bubbles, plays and reads them a story. Next morning the children tell Mother 
and Daddy what a nice time they had. Unfortunately the characters and development are too 
understated for identification interest. Author illustrated. Cloth with jacket. (Publ.) 


Helm, Ruth Oxford 
THE BEAR ON THE BALCONY $2.00 


A reliable bit of nonsense about a bear who came to spend the summer. Johnny 
was somewhat worried when Humphrey announced he had come to spend some time, but when the 
bear was firmly established on the balcony outside Johnny's playroom, Johnny rather liked 
the idea - except when Humphrey became very bearish about not having his honey and cinna- 
mon buns. This problem of supply made it necessary to tell his parents, and although they 
were also doubtful and very relieved to see Humphrey off to hibernation, they thought he 
was @ nice bear and invited him to come again. Rather a dull bear, but the illustrations 
in color and black and white by Richard Archer give him an avuncular charm. Cloth with 


jacket. (9/7). 


Berkley, Ethel S. Young Scott Books 
THE SIZE OF IT $1.00 


* A lively toying with the fascinating concept of size - isolated and related to 
other things. With black and white and two-color cartoons the author chats about big 
things and little things; tall things and short things; wide things and narrow things - 
all in terms of the child's experience. Then the amusing twist at the end when tall and 
big things are placed with taller and bigger things - size realized comparatively. A very 
successful experiment. Heavy board and paper. Pictures by Kathleen Elgin. (9/15). 


Scott, William R. Young Scott Books 
THE WATER THAT JACK DRANK $1.50 


The water supply system, explained in 7he House That Jack Built jargon. Begin- 
ning with "this is the faucet that filled the glass" the text back-steps to the source of 
the water - the main, pipe, dam, river, brook, rain, cloud, fog, sun and air. Each page 
of text illustrated by stylized pictures in big pastel blocks of color by Charles G. Shaw. 
A simple effective device for explaining a natural and mechanical marvel. Paper on boards 
with separate jacket. (9/15). 


Skaar, Grace Young Scott Books 
WHAT DO THEY SAY: $1.00 


* A sturdy book for animal identification with big, bland two-color pictures by 
the author. Repetitious, rhythmic text tells the child what the pictured animal says, 
then presents another sound for guessing the animal pictured on the next page. Although 
the illustrations are a bit too mild for our taste, this is an excellent participation 
book ending with all the things a boy and girl can say. For very young children - heavy 
paper and board, and strongly sewed. (9/15). 












September 1, 1950 CLASSICS, REPRINTS, INEXPENSIVE EDITIONS -510- 


Houghton, Mifflin 


Burton, Virginia Lee 
CALICO THE WONDER HORSE $2.00 

Due undoubtedly to the reputation of this author acquired in the interim, the 
publishers are re-issuing this early book of 1941. Sophisticated black and white pictures 
tell the spoofing story of the capture of bad man Stewy Stinker and his gang by Hank and 
Calico. Too "silly" for those who like their cowboys straight - but the satire may tickle 
others not so solemnly indoctrinated. Author illustrated. (Publ.) 


Scribner 


Barrie, J. M. 
PETER PAN $2.50 

A lovely new edition of the famous story - written after the play (which is now 
appearing on Broadway). The story is carried beyond the action of the play as Mrs. Darling 
is disposed of in a sentence, Wendy grows up, marries and has a daughter who takes care of 
Peter's spring house cleaning now that Wendy has become caught up in the tragic earth- 
bound disenchantment of adulthood. And Wendy's daughter, too, grows up and has a daughter 
who visits Peter in Neverland - "and thus it will go on, so long as children are gay and 
innocent and heartless". The fragile illustrations will please those who do not feel that 
Peter should look like Maude Adams or. Jean Arthur. Sketches in black and white by Nora S. 


Unwin. (Publ.) 


EASY READING 


Goudey, Alice E. Aladdin 
THE GOOD RAIN $1.75 


The subject of drought, usually entirely an adult problem, has entered the ju- 
venile domain in the last few years, and this attractive book tells the story of the coming 
of rain and what it means to the city and the country. The farmer's boy finds he cannot 
wiggle his toes in cool, green grass, the animals’ pools are dried up, and there are no 
fresh beans and lettuce. In the city boy discovers his pool is dried, the little tree in 
the square is losing its leaves, and the store has no fresh vegetables. But then the rain 
comes and the green things grow, the animals drink, and the city boy and country boy dance 
in the rain. The "togetherness" of city and country is nicely pointed here and the two 
color and black and white pictures by Nora S. Unwin are lavish and lively. For third 
grade readers. (September). 


McPhedran, Marie Aladdin 
DAVID AND THE WHITE CAT $1.75 


For children fond of cats, these adventures of an independent white cat will be 
sure to please. The White Cat stays out in the rain, has to be removed from the tree by 
the firemen, steals a fish, breaks some prize peony plants and runs away. All through 
these mishaps David is the friend, aider and abetter and even beloved tormenter of the 
White Cat. Although the story may be too leisurely for some, the cat-astrophes are real 
and believable and there is a gay, understanding relationship between David and his pet. 
Appealing "catty" poses and attitudes in the drawings by Victor J. Dowling. For third 
grade readers. {September). 


Vreeland, Alida Aladdin 
LARS AND LISA IN SWEDEN $2.00 


This pleasant story offers children a fresh and entertaining glimpse of the charm- 
ing and colorful traditional festivals of Sweden. Lars and Lisa Ekstrom are busy, happy, 
normal children in present day Sweden. Lars and Lisa go shopping, paint, visit an old 
castle, and make friends with an American. Also they participate in Swedish holiday cele- 
brations - a bonfire on St.Walpurgis Bve, a maypole dance on Midsummer Eve, Lisa dresses in 
a white robe with a crown of candles for St. Lucy's Day, and there are wonderful Christmas 
doings. The origin of the holidays are explained by the grown ups. Author illustrated. 

For third grade readers. (September). 
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Westminster Nursery Books (Pamphlet type binding) Westminster 
Klein, Sara G. - author set $1.49 


IN OUR CHURCH- /// ‘d by Jacqueline C. Stone 
Nursery Sunday School, as background for a very simple first reading book pre- 
senting the idea of God as pa of| the sort of everyday play and living characteristic of 
rather modern Protestant church school reading. Good large type and direct, natural sort 
of pictures in three colors, on every page. 


HIS NAME IS JESUS- J// d by Janet Smalley 
The story of Jesus as it concerned itself with children,- the shepherd boy; 
Jesus, friend of children; a weaving together of instances in which Jesus’ concern for 
children was expressed. Reverently retold- with Biblical text and passage references. 
The pictures - opposite each page of text- are in color and in black and white. 


THE LITTLE SEEDS THAT GREW- ///‘d by Jacqueline C. Stone 
Primer text and appealing true to life pictures, many in full color, tell the 
story of Jerry, who planted and watched his seeds come to life, as a surprise for his 
mother. A simple family story, with a natural tribute to God's share in the gift. 


I'M GROWING-Jil’d by Janet Smalley 
Another family story, of Grandmother's visit- and of what makes a family. Salute 
to an artist who realizes that the grandmother of a three or four year old need not be 
tottering with a cane: Good slant on minor injuries- on visits to the doctor's office- 
and other events of a family's day. 


BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Young, Miriam Crowell 
PRANCE A Carousel Horse $2.50 


A pleasant little story about a 125 year old carousel horse and his early adven- 
tures. Prance was made in New England in 1825 and spent gay years traveling with his bro- 
thers on the merry-go-round. There was wise Solomon, gay Pippin and pretty Snowflake to 
keep him company. But he was happiest of all with the children - and one particularly - 

a little girl who loved him and kissed him on the nose. It is a nice surprise to the read- 
er when after Prance's other adventures are related - an auction, a show-window phase and 
living at an antique dealer's - Prance is bought and restored by the family of the little 
girl- now a grandmother. But Prance does not remember - he is interested only in the happy 
little boy to whom he is given on Christmas. Pretty drawings by Amy Jones. (9/11). 


Moon, Henrietta Jones Crowell 
ANGELINA AMELIA: 4A Doli $1.75 


For the little girls who have not yet left dolls for the call of the Wild West, 
this pretty, delicate story of a doll who lived with several generations of girls should 
be a treat. Angelina Amelia, who had brown, painted hair and a smile on her face, lived 
with Dorothea who gave her cakes and took her for rides in the carriage. But Dorothea 
grew up and married, and the doll was put away for another little girl. Then came a 
series of owners, some who laughed at Angelia Amelia's funny old-fashioned clothes, one 
who left her in a pasture, and finally a little girl who loved her so much that she did 
not selI her for the hundred dollars a rich lady wanted to pay for her. Fragile illustra- 
tions by the author. (Publ.) 


Courlander, Harold Harcourt, Brace 
: KANTCHIL'S LIME PIT $2.75 


* Another collection of folk stories - this time from Indonesia - and again the re- 
markable illustrations by Robert Kane. More sophisticated in moral and development of ac- 
tion, these fables and legends have, nevertheless, the wit and humor of the Ethiopian tales 
( Fire on the MountainP, 204). There is the character of Kantchil, the mouse deer, the cocky, 
sly Punch of Indonesian folk-lore who outwits the beasts of the forest, teases and drives 
the tiger away from his friend the elephant, and snatches the buffalo out of the ‘crocodile's 
clutches. There are "how it happened” legends and comic tales of men and beasts - sly 
lessons in cleverness and presence of mind. Mark this for a limited adult market, too. 


(9/7). 
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Martin,, Fran Harper 
NINE TALES OF COYOTE $2.00 





A collection of nine legends from the Numipu Indian tribe in Idaho. Long ago 
when animals ruled the world, they were able to change to men on short notice, and one of 
the most skillful of these animals was Coyote, the medicine man - who used his magic to 
help his people and himself out of difficult situations. There is the story of his visit 
to the Upper World, Old Man Moon who is still climbing the sky looking for the Coyote who 
killed his son, and of the Coyote's slaying of the monster who devoured his people, and 
of the origins of the Indian tribes. A fresh group of totemic stories, told well and 
with a minimum of academic flourishes. Illustrations in four colors by Dorothy McEntee. 
(10/18) . 

















Parrish, Anne Harper 
APPLEBY CAPPLE $2.75 — 





* Strenuous and tightly-packed nonsense resulting from a wild and furious scramble 
to tell a story which is funny to begin with. Using a rough and tumble ‘stream of consci- 
ousness method, the author tells the story of Appleby Capple and his search for a Zebra 
butterfly for Cousin Clement's birthday. It is fortunate that Zebra begins with a Z be- 
cause each chapter bristles with alliteration based on a letter of the alphabet, and in 
the last chapter the caterpiller which Appleby met (in chapter 3 of course) turns out to 
be a beautiful Zebra butterfly, and the adventure ends happily. Each chapter is intro- 
duced by a bouncy little rhyme. Children who revolt at nonsense may be enticed into the . 
fun of the thingby the alphabet tomfoolery. Illustrations by the author. (1e/h) 17 // 









Hader, Berta and Elmer Macmillan 
SQUIRRELY OF WILLOW HILL $2.00 


* A very gentle story of a squirrel and his human friends with those lovely, deli- 
cate illustrations in black and white and full color, by the popular authors of The Big 
Snow, When a baby squirrel fell out of his nest, Mr. and Mrs. McGinty took him in and 
raised him as a very spoiled squirrel with a room of his own, toys and food, and even his 
own Christmas tree. In the spring he is loosed in a safe park, and returns to his world 
of trees, leaves and nuts. A sympathy and love for wild animals - shared by most children- 
make the Hader books an endearing experience. (9/8) 



















Fisher, Marjorie Messner 
RED FEATHER $2.50 


A fairy tale in the traditional framework about a fairy changling and her vacil- 
lations between real and magic worlds. Rosemary, a mortal as it was believed, was brought 
to fairyland as a servant and a Cinderella drudge. It was not until she wandered to earth 
and met her twin that the question of her origin arose. Rosemary is a fairy after all, 
and returns with 4 mysterious young man with a green hat and red feather - who of course 
is the fairy prince. A lived-happily-ever-after story with enough witty characterizations 
to offset the antiquated pattern. Illustrated by Davine. (10/16) 


Gordon, Patricia Viking 
THE TAMING OF THE GIANTS $2.00 


The literary mice this fall are unusually personable, and this Field Mouse is no 
exception. Apodemus the Field Mouse was looking for a home, but before he finally was 
established, he had a wonderful adventure with human Giants - in a pocket, a schoolroom, 

ge an automobile and other terrifying places. At last the Giants (whom Apodemus believes he 
has tamed) build him a house, and Apodemus is a social lion, explaining to the other ani- 


mals 3" a an of taming Giants. The pictures by Garry MacKenzie are enchanting. 
J.L.G. (10/2 
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Aladdin 





Justus, May 
























LUCK FOR LITTLE LIHU $2.00 
@ Again this popular author is concerned with the influence of "civilization" and 
| community life upon a backwoods boy. Little Lihu, ten-years-old and the thirteenth member 


of a Middle Tennessee family, had some bad luck - as everyone predicted - but mostly good. 

Lihu ran into 4 bear, but captured him, which brought a reward with which he bought a bad- 

tempered mule. But Lihu gentled the mule, and received a present of a fine book. Then of 

course he had to learn to read, to read the present-book and the family Bible. The family 

is a bit disappointed when he is unable to read the Good Book after the preliminary ABC's 

at school, but Lihu gives them a wonderful Christmas surprise as he reads the Bible story 
. in the school. Illustrations by Frederick T. Chapman. (September). 





Knoop, Faith Yingling > Harcourt, Brace 
LARS AND THE LUCKSTONE $2.50 

* One of the few books about the Laplanders - and good one too: A tragedy comes 
to the Turi family when their herd of reindeer is stolen. Not only does that mean that 
Lars must give up school in Mo and go on the winter migration, but the suspected thief is 
the father of Gustaf, Lars' best friend. Not until spring does Lars find the lost herd 
and is able to clear the name of his friend's father. In the meantime, the severe long 
winter brings strenuous activity. There aré the few reindeer left to care for, skiing, 
hunting, wonderful stories told at night and a trip to the mysterious Luck Stone. Both 
the handsome illustrations by John Moment and the text catches the strenuous vitality of 
a rugged people and the magic and challenge of the far north country. (9/7) 


Rushmore, Helen Harcourt, Brace 
COWBOY JOE OF THE CIRCLE S $2.00 
@ How a small eight-year+old greenhorn becomes a real cowboy is charmingly told in 


this simple little story with plenty of chuckles. Joe came to his father's ranch all set 
for branding and steer roping, and acquiring a swell cowboy name. He had something like 
"Sure Shot" or "Two-Gun Sanders" all picked out, but Speed the cowboy explained that a 
cowboy had to earn his names, and also it would be better to wait on the branding and steer 
roping. Then Joe was very humiliated when such horrid names were tacked onto him - Dude, 
Dogie and Windy- after some revealing and embarrassing "dudisms". However, Joe by a brave 
act wins a satisfyingly manly cowboy name. Illustrations by Peter Burchard and large type 
for third-year readers. (9/7). 


Musgrave, Florence Houghton, Mifflin 
MARY LIZZIE $2.25 





An endearing story of the acclimation of a new American. from Wales. Ten-year-old 
Mary Lizzie Williams, generously endowed with freckles and red hair, crosses the Atlantic 
with her family to settle in an Ohio home. The schools, children and a new way of life 
puzzle and frighten Mary Lizzie, but the spunky youngster soon overcomes her shyness ,makes 
new friends - native Americans and other foreign born children - and happily participates 
in school and holiday activities until at last she feels she really “belongs”. Charming 
illustrations by Robert Candy. (10/2). , 


Felton, Harold W. Knopf 
JOHN HENRY AND HIS HAMMER $2.50 


* The rhythm and poetry of this retelling of the American legend are irresistible, 
-by the author of Pecos Bill. John Henry "with a song in his heart and a hammer in his 
hand" lifts a ship off the sand bar and totes three bales of wet cotton in the exuberance 
of his great strength, but when he becomes fireman for Casey Jones he knows what he was 
born to do - for he was born with a hammer in his hand. The railroads were spreading West 
and miles of track had to be laid - and there were mountains of rock to tunnel through. It 
was John Henry, with his "shaker" who fought the mountains - driving through, rescuing men 
from cave-ins, singing songs about the strength of steel, muscle and stone. Full of fabu- 
lous events - the excitement of great physical power is caught in the buoyant prose. 
‘Handsome illustrations by Aldren A. Watson. (10/16). 
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Fenner, Phyllis, selected by Knopf 
GIGGLE BOX $2.50 


A highly satisfactory collection of 15 stories whether you giggle, chuckle or 
collapse with merriment-with wonderful Steig cartoons. There are stories of ingenious 
heroes and heroines overcoming familiar obstacles - Marion Holland's story about a boy's 
hard-boiled system for coping with dumb parties, for example, or Eleanor Estes tale about 
a patriotic wash-cloth knitter. For those of the banana peel school of humor there are 
plenty of yocks - Robert McCloskey's Homer tangles with a non-stop doughnut machine, 
LeGrand's Augustus makes a horrid mistake in his battle against spring tonic, and the 
classic nonsense stories are represented: Lesley Frost's The Very Mischief (the best of 
its kind for our money), Ruth Stiles Gannett's Some of My Father's Adventures and two 
blythe fancies by Carl Sandburg. Although the inclusion of a rather rarified English 
selection by E. V. Lucas may not be obvious enough for the general, and we might have 
substituted a Mark Twain or Hugh Lofting selection in place of the venerable Ruggles’ 
romp from The Bird’s Christmas Carol, this is a good bet on the whole. Worth the price 


for the Steig illustrations alone, and a plus on text. (10/16). 


Lewis, C. S. Macmillan 
THE LION, THE WITCH AND THE WARDROBE $2.50 


Although metaphysical rumblings may disturb adults, this wily symbolism-studded 
fantasy by the author of the Screwtape Letters should appeal to children of an imaginative 
turn. While exploring an old English mansion, the four children - Peter, Susan, Edmund 
and Lucy discover through passing far into a wardrobe, the strange land of Narnia where 
it is winter without ever becoming Christmas. The children soon are swept up in the ter- 
ror of the rule of the White Witch, fighting with the other subjects- all animals- and 
the glorious Lion, Aslan, who brings spring and hope with him. In spite of the White 
Witch's mesmeric enslavement of Edmund, her horrid power which changes living things to 
stone, and the sacrificial death of Aslan, the forces of light win, the children are made 
kings and queens and Aslan returns to life. The plot thickens to a pretty heavy pudding 
at the end, but the prose is witty and the novel action is fast-moving. Not recommended 
for adults: Illustrated by Pauline Baynes. (10/27). '//6 


Brown, Paul - Scribner 
PONY SCHOOL $2.00 


A comforting dude story for city slickers with some helpful information about 
saddle horses and ponies. "Skinny" Barnstable, armed with horse information gleaned from 
the comics, is all set to yippeeyi on one of the ponies on the farm next to his cousins’ 
house. His riding cousins, a wild ride, and an admission of general ignorance make Skinny 
eager to learn about horses. He participates in the ranch work - cleaning leather, pitch- 
ing hay - and watches the breaking and training of the ponies. Explicit and entertaining 
for this age level. Illustrations by the author. (9/25). 


Machetanz, Sara and Fred | Scribner 
BARNEY HITS THE TRAIL $2.00 


* A fascinating story of life in Alaska-snow, ice, dogs and Eskimo friends - plus 
the striking illustrations by Fred Machetanz, make this an outstanding regional novel. 
Eleven-year-old Barney goes to Alaska to help run his uncle's trading post. There he makes 
friends, visits Eskimo homes, hunts, sleds with his dog, Seegoo, and goes to school with 
the Eskimos. But it is his discovery of gold - grains of which were found by Barney his 
first day ,in the gizzard of a duck - and the knowledge that he was a real Sourdough who 
had lived through an Alaskan winter, seeing a freeze and break-up, that makes the winter 
memorable, J.L.G. (10/9). 
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Chalmers, Audrey Viking 
HIGH SMOKE $2.50 


A new twist to the vaudeville and theatre story - this time a self-possessed 
high-strung little heroine wants to break away from it all while Father and Mother tread 
the boards. Deborah Pringle, nine years old, escaped from the loneliness into which her 
mother and step-father's occupation forced her by pretending that her doll house, named 
Little High Smoke for the home of her grandparents of High Smoke in the country, is very 
real and filled with a happy Pringle family. Although Debbie meets wonderful, kind-hearted 
vaudeville people in the New York hotel, including beloved Uncle Dan, she wants most of all 
to live in High Smoke. Finally Debbie gets her wish, and best of all, Mother has a new 
baby, leaves the stage and many of Debbie's vaudeville friends come to live in High Smoke 
too. A pleasant, sentimental story, heavy with coincidence. But those outside the glamor 
era a Ei wonder why Debbie wants to raise chickens. [Illustrated by the author. 
J.L.G. (10/2). 


Davis, Caroline Viking 
JUNGLE CHILD $2.50 


A richly conceived portrait of India, loved and understood as a home, but dis- 
torted by a British colonial point of view - further weakened by the perspective of a 
spoiled child of eight. Elfreda, motherless daughter of a British Forest Officer in India, 
had been raised by a devoted Ayah, was obeyed and sometimes feared by the cluster of Ind- 
ian servants who manned her father's household. Allowed to run wild by a gruff, Blimpian 
father, Elf had the run of the house and forest- there were elephants to watch, servants 
to tease, monkeys and birds, and her friend Krishman, an Indian boy. Elf goes to a festi- 
val, as emissary for her father to the Rajah, disguises herself as an Indian, goes rafting 
and sees a tiger shoot. The author has caught the sounds, sights and smells of India and 
the reaction of the child against her exclusive position and the frustrated love of her 
father is real and believable. However, the portrait of the Indians as alternately fear- 
ful and adoring, devoid of ambition and essentially child-like deprives the book of its 
value as a rounded regional study. Illustrated by Jean Martinez. (10/9). 


Lindgren, Astrid Viking 
PIPPI LONGSTOCKING $2.00 


* A fresh delicious fantasy that children will love. In the character of 9-year- 
old Pippi Longstocking, who was lucky to have no parents to tell her what to do, is a ju- 
venile Robin Hood with the authority of Mammy Yokum and a Mighty Mouse. Pippi- red headed, 
in longstockings (one black and one brown), and the strongest girl in the world was the 
friend of Tommy and Annika. Calmly and ingeniously she put down the enemy forces of the 
adult world - with a serene efficiency. The teacher was baffled by her logic in pointing 
out the futility of learning arithmetic; bullies she hoisted on trees; at the circus Pippi 
rode bareback, walked the tightrope, and wrestled the wrestling champ; cream and sugar 
flowed (on the floor) when Pippi attended a ladies' coffee party where she revealed “horrid 
things" with the complacency of Eliza Doolittle. Champion of fun, freedom and fantasy and 
long happy thoughts, Pippi is an inspired creation knit from daydreams. Translated from 
the Swedish by Florence Lamborr. Illustrated by Louis S. Glanzman. (10/16). 


Rankin, Louise Viking 
THE GENTLING OF JONATHAN $2.50 


An appealing though ‘rundamentally unconvincing story of character regeneration by 
the author of the very fine Daughter of the Mountains Jonathan Adams, eleven years old 
and regarded as the town bad boy by the small Western community, is given a horse by a 
young married woman on the condition that he become a "gentleman". The condition proves 
to be unnecessary, for in the process of earning the horse's keep, Jonathan learns what 
"steady purpose" means, makes new friends, and also discovers that in order to discipline 
animals you must be disciplined yourself. There is sound horse information here for the 
fans, but young readers may feel that Jonathan is too emotional and prissy in reformed 
state and his sudden change of heart in conforming to adult standards too sudden. Illus- 
trations by Lee Townsend. (10/16). 
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Kiser, Martha Gwinn Westminster 
THE WISHING STARRS $2.50 


A modern fairy tale with a poor little rich girl, a fatherless family whose mo- 
ther marries a kind man with money and happy family monkeyshines. Lydia Starr, her brother 
twelve-year-old Rodd and Hot Shot, the baby, felt they had the loveliest and nicest mother 
in the world, but they were puzzled when Mother brought home a spoiled rich girl, Lorelly, 
motherless daughter of Dr. Walton for whom Mother did sewing. Lorelly is definitely a mis- 
fit at first, but soon becomes part of the happy family. And then Mother marries Dr. Wal- 
ton - the objections of the eldest Starr, Rodd, are overcome and the Walton-Starrs take 


off for the country. Good fun. (10/30). 
EIGHT TO ELEVEN ~ Non-fiction 


Fisher, Aileen Aladdin 
TRAPPED BY THE MOUNTAIN STORM $2.00 


This little book answers the question children often ask when a storm is in the 
offing- "what will the animals do". When a storm came to the Rockies in February the 0ld 
Ewe was one of the first to smell the warning. Then gradually all the animals and birds 
began to seek shelter - the mountain lion, the water oussel, the rabbit, the martin, the 
deer. But there are enemies to contend with, and the author has caught the excitement of 
the double danger, as etrange bedfellows are met in the shelters, and the more hardy ani- 
mals take advantage of the confusion to hunt. A fresh and entertaining tale of the ways 
of wild animals. Illustrations in black and white by J. Fred Collins. (September). 


Bronson, Wilfred S. Harcourt, Brace 
CATS $2.00 


* A comprehensive study of cats packed with information and spectacular illustra- 
tions, by the author of Starlings and many other nature books. This is a departure from 
the smooth, simplified nature books usually published - the format is crowded - overflow- 
ing with muscular, glassy-eyed cats and toothy, horror-struck mice, some making fresh re- 
marks in cartoon balloons. There is no doubt that the author's tendency to explain by 
pointing adds up to a confusing format. But, the pictures are alive, compelling and the 
reader shares the author's fascination with his subject. The physical characteristics, 
habits, behavior, with hints on care and feeding, as well as comparison with other wild 
cats are fully treated. A glimpse of a tomcat's day (and busy night) is spellbinding. 
Cloth with jacket. (9/7). 


Day, Beth and Donald Houghton, Mifflin 
WILL ROGERS, THE BOY $2.25 


Another biography of Will Rogers, this time with the emphasis on a Lincolnesque 
boyhood. Beginning with Willie's attempt at a very tender age to rope a steer, the story 
follows his early adventures in schools, on the ranch and abroad. Many of the legendary 
incidents are included- Will's honest efforts to pay for a turkey he had killed; his gen- 
erous change of heart toward a poor "nester" who had shot his steer; his last gambling 
game; and the introduction of talking in his rope act. The last chapter briefly summar- 
izes his later career. An easy, entertaining story with the never-failing fascination 
of authentic cowboy background. Illustrated by William Moyers. (10/2). 


Foster, Genevieve Scribner 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN $2.00 


* A beautiful and simple biography by the author of 4braham Lincoln's World~- with 
an artistic and compact format. Avoiding sentimental cliches, the author tells the story 
with a sincere and quiet pleasure in the telling. There is an easy informality of style 
without leaning too heavily on regional speech. All the familiar boyhood stories are here 
with the sequence of events leading to the presidency, war years, and policy. Each two- 
color illustration by the author has a rugged solidity and vibrant charm beautifully adapt- 
ed to the subject. Cloth with separate jacket. (Publ.) 
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Crowell 


Coe, Frederick L. 
GRAVEN WITH FLINT $2.50 
































A story of the adventures of two boys of the European Cro-Magnons "before the 
dawn of history". Hia, son of Hi, formerly a chief and now a painter, with his friend Ag, 
and Wag the wolf, encounters many dangers in his explorations - the troglodytes, the terr- 
ible Half Men, Mu, the tiger, the great mastodon, Mag, and a pack of wolves of which he 
must kill ten to prove his innocence against the unjust accusations of Nu, the Maker of 
Spells. After the death of his father, Hia and Ag search for a new region in which to 
settle and lead the tribe to the new country - now Spain. Although the colloquial Ameri- 
canese spoken by the boys is a bit unsettling, the scholarship of the author, who has done 
extensive research on the subject at Yale's Peabody Museum, makes this an exciting picture 
of human life twenty-five thousand years ago. Illustrated by Robert Hallock. (Publ.) 


Lyons, Dorothy Harcourt, Brace 
COPPER KHAN . $2.50 


Another Connemara McGuire adventure with strong horse appeal. This time the 
college age owner of the Shamrock Stables rescues a young thoroughbred about to be shot 
because of a broken leg. Connie is given the horse, and after treating, training and 
priming Copper Khan, finds herself in the racing game. Copper Khan walks away with race 
after race but Connie must buck the dishonest practices of the horse's former owner. A 
last minute injury to Copper Khan, a mysterious remedy applied by irrepressible Paddy 
O'Rourke, and a helping hand from Connie's friends, the gypsies, send Copper Khan victor- 
iously down the stretch. Gay and horsy. Illustrated dashingly by Wesley Dennis. (9/7). 


Watkins, Richard Harcourt, Brace 
HURRICANE'S SECRET $2.50 


Sea, ships and saltwater flavor this fast-moving mystery-adventure for boys. 
When Rock Ide, son of a captain in the U.S. Merchant Marine, worked under Captain Anderson 
on the East Coast of Florida, he learned a great deal about navigation and sailing. This 
know-how comes into play when Rock and his friend Danny trace Captain Anderson - believed 
shanghaied- and run into a treasure mystery. The boys’ knowledge of hurricane behavior 
helps locate the treasure. A chase, a race against time, and plenty of sailing. Pictures 
by Lois Darling. (9/7). . 


Watson, Helen Orr Houghton, Mifflin 
BLACK HORSE OF CULVER $2.50 


One of the better horse-and-boarding school stories accented by moral regenera- 
tion in horse and boy. Bruce Brownley, in his first year at the famous Culver Military 
Academy, and Storm Cloud, the unmanageable black horse at the school, were both outcasts. 
However, through an experiment in which Bruce proves that a horse may be trained by kind- 
ness, he earns the respect of his teachers and the other boys. Bruce still has a lot to 
learn, however, when the next year he transfers his humiliation, engendered by the harsh 
nagging of his father, to the plebes at the school. Like Cloud, Bruce learns the rules of 
balanced behavior, and achieves high riding honors and popularity his last year through 
ne ae and good humor. Father comes around too. Illustrations by Bernard Garbutt. 

10/2). 
Lippincott, Joseph Wharton Lippincott 
THE WAHOO BOBCAT $2.50 


An appealing, authentic and unusual story of life in the Florida water prairie 
wilderness. Only ten-year-old Sammy loved Tiger, the wild bobcat terror of the region. 
Savage with enemies, and believed responsible for the death of stock in the area, Tiger was 
hunted relentlessly. However, it was Sammy who tamed the wild creature, feeding and talk- 
ing to him as a pet. It is discovered at last that a panther, not Tiger, is responsible 
for the killings, and Tiger is rescued from death. Very little has been done with the life 
and habits of the bobcat, and the author's picture of the sleek, tough creature together 
with glimpses of the strange, violent life of the wilderness, makes an exciting and vivid 
book. Illustrated by Paul Bransom. (10/4). 
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Macrae Smith 


Emery, R. G. 
WARREN OF WEST POINT $2.50 
West Point and basketball, approached with suitable humility, make a man of 
Larry Warren in this sports- character uplift story by the author of 7-Quarterback. Larry, 
gangling six-foot-fiver, overwhelmed in the face of being an awkward plebe, a country boy 
from Nebraska and rubbing elbows with spectacular athletes who "did things" at West Point, 
feels very small indeed. However, through plugging away at studies, working hard at cor- 
rective gym and basketball, the ugly duckling blossoms on the basketball courts and in 
school standings, being promoted to sergeant and winning the respect of the boys and also, 
Poppe, a social misfit whom Larry persuades to be humble and play fair. The basketball 
is good, but the bulk of the book is concerned with West Point mores. (10/2). 


Putnam 


Evans, Eva Knox : 
TIM'S PLACE $2.50 

A somewhat overstated story of an Austrian boy's adaptation to his adopted Amer- 
ican family. Stephen, an eighteen-year-old friend of Tim Halstead who had died in the war, 
was taken into the Halstead home on the wishes of their son. However, although Stephen 
worked hard to please, he could never overcome the distrust of teen-age Lucy and her young- 
er brother, Ricky, of his "foreign" ways. Soon Lucy and Ricky began to realize his fine 
qualities, and Stephen's brave act in rescuing three children from death in the snow win 
him the admiration of the town and a permanent place in the Halstead family. The cruelty 
of the American teen-agers is difficult to accept, but this is well-intentioned. Illus- 


trated by Bruno Frost. (Publ.) 


Roy 


Hawton, Hector 
THE TOWER OF DARKNESS $2.50 
An English chiller-thriller built on the lines of the woolliest of our horse op- 
eras. This one has to do with the successful efforts of an English master-mind, Colonel 
Masterman, his friend, Mr. Munro, an archeologist, and Munro's two wily off-spring to put 
down an Arab uprising against Arab coves friendly to the British Isles. A trip to the 
desert ,abductions, disguises, escapes, rescues and finally the destruction of the rebel 
leader's forces in the mysterious city of El Kebbir, in which the children disguised as 
Arabs and Colonel Mastermind (believed dead in England) take the lead,pace the story. 
A pulp impossible but a good show. (10/23). 


Rochester, George Roy 
HAUNTED HANGERS $2.50 


A hair-raising mystery of the pulp variety for boys. "Buck" Brown, whose father 
is in command of an experimental unit helps uncover some serious sabotage against England's 
military secrets - this time the gadget is a space ship. A foreign secret agent, masquer- 
ading as Professor Muldoon, and his gang dig tunnels and with the help of acid flame spirit 
the space ship to a secret hide out. However, Muldoon runs afoul of Wing Commander Pere- 
grine, nicknamed the Blue Falcon, ("hard and chilled as tempered steel") and all the tun- 
nels and acid go for naught. Brrr! (9/25). 


du Bois, William Pene Viking 
: PETER GRAVES $2.50 


** Wider in appeal, in our opinion, than The Twenty-One Balloons and tops in non- 
sense value this story of an elderly scientist, an inventive youngster and the anti-magnet- 
ic element - Furloy- should top the juvenile humor list. Peter Graves, leader of the Grow- 
lers and highly respected for his ingenuity in practical matters, always knew that strange 
things were going on in the Horrible House of Houghton, from which strange gases and sparks 
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were seen to emerge. And when Peter came face to face with the elderly Houghton himself, 
he felt he was in the presence of a very mad scientist. However, Peter's curiosity was 
too much for him and he saw Houghton's great invention - Furloy - an element with a minus 
weight. Houghton and Peter are soon trying flying experiments until an escaped Furloy 
invention destroys the house. How the pair earn money to rebuild the house by winning 
prize money in athletic and magic contests with concealed Furloy balls, and finally start 
a Furloy Age makes a wacky, hilarious yarn. Illustrations by the author. J.L.G. (10/16). 


Robertson, Keith Viking 
THE MISSING BROTHER $2.00 


* This author's cool-headed, enterprising young men are about the most satisfactory 
heroes we know, and the mystery-adventure plot here has all the necessary ingredients - 
suspicious personalities, snooping, pursuits, hot action and a few hair-raising scares. 
When Ted Fowler made friends with sour old Eric Gillaby and learned something of his his- 
tory, he became involved in a tangle concerning Eric's missing brother, whom Eric was sus- 
pected of dispatching twenty-five years before so as to keep his share of the land, John 
Paradise, an evil schemer who had cheated the Gillabys in the past, a man posing as Eric's 
brother to claim his inheritance and some strong arm men using violence to find the Gill- 
aby money. With the help of Eric and the understanding Judge, Ted does some detective 
work and literally unearths some conclusive, unpleasant evidence on Eric's land. Good, 
fast reading. Illustrated by Rafaello Busoni. J.L.G. (10/9). 


Sanger, Frances Westminster 
THE WOODEN MUG ; $2.50 


* A sprightly, authentically in-the-genre sequel to The S:lver Teapot and more ad- 
ventures of Jane Louise Drew and her brother Bram in Bennington, Vermont, during the Amer- 
ican Revolution. Jane and Bram discover a@:Hessian soldier in hiding after having deserted 
the British Army because of sympathy for the American cause. This guilty secret and the 
regular reappearance of Grandmother Drew's carved wooden mug which causes Grandmother to 
believe that Jane has been bewitched into forgetfulness by a witch, keeps the children in 
tense watchfulness. However, the Hessian is taken into the Drew home when Father Drew 
goes off to war, and the mystery of the mug has an amusing solution. A lively glimpse of 
Colonial life in home and school. Illustrations by Marian Larer. (10/30). 


Banks, Stockton V. Whittlesey 
WASHINGTON ADVENTURE $2.50 


A boy in Weshington of 1800 runs afoul of land speculators in this historical 
set in the building days of the capital. David Cameron, 12-years old, arrives in Washing- 
ton to find his eighteeen-year-old brother missing from the city, and attempts to trace 
him. After discovering his brother's mission, which was to buy land in Washington, and 
connecting his brother's disappearance with the sinister Mr. Blaze, David is able through 
some detective work, a search and a capture, to find the brother and apprehend the land 
speculators. A good mystery-chase adventure with an authentic picture of Washington at 
that time. Illustrated by Henry C. Pitz. (November). 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth Winston 
DOOR TO THE NORTH $2.50 


* A thrilling historical novel with fresh material, lively development and incon- 
spicuous authenticity - the best so far in the Land of the Freeseries. Young Clay Sigurd- 
son, eager to avenge slurs against his father, goes with Paul Knutson on his expedition 
for the Norwegian king, Magnus Eirikson,in the fourteenth century. The voyage - to find 
the mysteriously vanished "Western Settlement" of Greenland and bring them back to Christi- 
anity - leads the men through strange bleak lands of the North, to lands of deserted 
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villages, wolves and savages. However, the Knutson men finally do meet the lost colonists 
who have mingled with the "Skraelings" of the new land, and Olav clears his father's name. 
The author has followed in general the theory based on the Kensington stone and other evi- 
dence, that people from Norwegian Greenland settlements left at this time for what is now 
the Minnesota region. Illustrated by Frederick T. Chapman. (10/16). 


Winston 


Malkus, Alida 
COLT OF DESTINY $2.50 

* Plenty of horse interest sparks this latest in the Land of the Free Series- it 
should sell first as horse-adventure. Jaime Otero, fifteen-year-old orphan living with 
kind Father Serra and the Brothers of the Franciscan mission in California in the year 
1782, is Father Serra's emissary to the cruel Spanish aristocrat, Don Soberbio, in the 
constant clashes of the missions and Military, interested in property and wealth - often 
inhumanly exploiting the Indians on their lands. But Jaime is really interested in 
catching a beautiful wild horse- one of the descendents of the early Arabian horses brought 
with Coronado's expeditions. Finally in a dangerous, thrilling adventure he captures and 
gentles a lovely pale-gold filly, Starlight. His success in taming and training her prove 
to save his life later when he is captured by the Yuma Indians in their anger against his 
work for the Spanish. The hatred of the Indians against Don Soberbio comes to a dramatic 
climax in which Jaime, with an Indian friend, takes an important part. A scholarly con- 
tribution to the series, amply informed on region and period and the relations between 
Spaniards and Indians, and there is a delightful prologue in which the author reconstructs 
the probable events which accounted for the wild feral bands. Occasionally there is a 
somewhat pompous tone, but this will be forgotten in the main emphasis on horses. Illus- 


trations by Manning D.V. Lee. (10/16). 


Winston 


Rechnitzer, F. E. 
JINKS OF JAYSON VALLEY $2.00 
A routine dog story about two collies and two owners - one a Cinderella orphan. 
When Mr. Corbin fell ill, he sent his beautiful collie, Jinks, who was about to produce 
a litter, to his daughter by plane. The plane crash-landed with a bewildered dog near 
the sheep ranch of Hugh's uncle. Hugh, an orphan, ill treated by uncle and an over-bearing 
cousin, befriends the dog and manages to save one puppy before Jinks is shot as a sheep 
killer by the uncle. After some narrow escapes for Hugh and Jinks II, Hugh is able to 
prove that the collie is not a sheep killer and is allowed to keep and work the dog. When 
Mr. Corbin is able to trace his dog, Hugh refuses to part with Jinks but all ends happily 
when both Jinks and Hugh are adopted by Mr. Corbin's daughter. Illustrations by Marguerite 


Kirmse. J.L.G. (10/23). 
TWELVE TO FIFTEEN - Non-fictiin 


Pashko, Pearl and Stanley Grosset & Dunlap 
AMERICAN GIRL'S TREASURY OF SPORTS, HOBBIES AND PARTIES $1.49 


A complement for The American Boy’s Treasurywith a jam-packed collection of 
Things-to-Do and How-to-Do them - from sports to social and personal behavior and habits. 
A good all-round handbook for sports fundamentals - tennis, swimming, bowling, rowing. 
Even fencing, surfboarding and snowshoeing are outlined in brief. And there are sugges- 
tions for hobbies, crafts, parties and personality tips to round out the 7reasury Un- 
fortunately the pictures and sections dealing with personal and social life are impersonal 
and dated in style, but nonetheless this is quantity for the money. (Publ.) 
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Harper 
KING PHILIP: /ii¢ /ncviin Chtes $2.50 


Averill, Esther 


































* A thrilling and sincerely conceived story of the great chief of the Narragansett 
Indians who led a "rebellion" against the New England colonists in 1675. Son of the friend- 
ly chief Massasoit, King Philip continued his father's policy of friendship with the rapid- 
ly expanding English colonies. However, after his people were gradually crowded from their 
land, and after Philip had witnessed the results of broken promises and personal humilia- 
tion arising from the contempt of the English for the "savages", Philip tried to organize 
neighboring Indian tribes in a fight against injustice and to drive the white men from the 
land. In spite of the intelligent and gentle understanding of the outcast Roger Williams, 
suspicion and hatred drove many Indians to Philip's camp and a hard, bloody war was fought, 
ending in the death of Philip. The author has recreated vividly the story of a proud lead- 
er and his people, which has received hitherto very little objective attention. Mark this 
as a three star attraction - for school, regional interest and a swell story. Pictures 
and maps by Vera Belsky. (10/18). 


Shippen, Katherine B. Harper 
PASSAGE TO AMERICA $2.50 


* A comprehensive, roughly chronological account of the peaks of the waves of mi- 
grations to America, from the forming of the nation to the present influx of Displaced Per- 
sons. Relating the American migrations to great movements in world history on the one hand, 
and to the national ideal of freedom on the other, the author discusses national and cul- 
tural migrations specifically - the French, Dutch, Norwegians, Swedes, Germans, Irish, 
Chinese, Italians, Russians, Russian Jews, and the refugees and survivors of World War II. 
In each case, the reasons for leaving in great numbers, reception in America, contributions 
and adaptation are fully treated. There is also a chapter concerned with the Negro - a 
special case since enslavement rather than freedom was offered them. Of necessity the at- 
tempts to place exact geographical location and establish "national" characteristics re- 
sult in generalizations, but this is stimulating reading for all young Americans, at home 
or in the classroom. (10/18). 


Nolan, Jeannette Messner 
JOHN BROWN $2.75 


* A quiet, balanced biography of the savage old prophet - withholding condemnation 
or excessive admiration. Beginning with John Brown's boyhood in Hudson, Ohio, his first 
contact with a slave,through his many travels in plenty and poverty - Pennsylvania, New 
York, New England, even England, and finally Kansas; his occupations - surveyor. tanner, 
farmer, cattle driver, wool trader and worker on Gerritt Smith's experimental colony for 
Negroes; to his fight for a "free" United States - the endless meetings with Eastern 
Abolitionists (a Provisional Constitution which he had written, under his arm) a merciless 
killing of five pro-slavery men in Kansas, the formation of his guerrilla band and final 
defeat at Harpers Ferry. The author has caught the strength and magnetism of this God- 
driven man and captures the force of a magnetic personality with a vision and a religious 
dedication. (10/16). 


Purdy, Claire Lee | Messner 
ANTONIN DVORAK: <onposer from Voienri $2.75 


A biography of the Bohemian composer, set in the turbulemt background of politi- 
cal change and a rising nationalism. The personal life of Dvorak, devoid of the extremes 
of jewels and attic poverty, is of no startling interest to young people, but the author 
has wisely incorporated into the biography folktales and events in the stirring fight for 
freedom of the Czech people of Bohemia. Through the life story of the composer - peasant 
boyhood, study under the beloved Liehmann, enrollment in the Organ School in Prague, twelve 
struggling "quiet" years, the success of the’); in 1872- to a respected position as 
one of the great Czech composers - the national pride of a people is portrayed vividly. 
Valuable for the history as well as the music shelf. (10/16). 
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Scribner 
CATS OF DESTINY $2.50 





Downey, Fairfax 











A fat collection of cat miscellany - fact and fiction. Most of the stories are 
familiar to cat fanciers - the sacred cats of Egypt, Mohammed's cat who slept on while her 
master cut off his sleeve so that she might not be disturbed, Dick Whittington's cat, etc. 
However, there is a good representation here of literary cats- Dr. Johnson's "Hodge", 
Walpole"s "Selima", immortalized by Gray, Alice in Wonderland’s Dinah and her real counter- 
part, and even Scoopy, "columnist" for the Greenwich Village Villager. There is a cat who 
modeled for a famous painter, one who cheered her master in prison and some modern feline 
heroes and heroines. Specialized in appeal. Pictures by Paul Brown. (10/9). 
















































Korn, Terry and Elizabeth Scribner 
TRAILBLAZER TO TELEVISION $2.50 





A timely biography of Arthur Korn, first to transmit pictures by wireless. Touch- 
ing upon the early life of the inventor in Silesia, the biography follows his early school- 
ing, studies at the University of Leipzig and other European institutions, under the great 
scientists who had an influence upon him, his travels all over Europe and America and the 
progress of his work. Of particular interest to the young reader, however, will be the 
explanation of his method for transferring light impressions "through the air" using at 
first his knowledge of the strange element, selenium, and other scientists' experiments 
with gas tubes. This book should be of great interest to all who are baffled by the 
television "phenonenom" and for young people planning to work in this medium. Illustra- 


tions by Elizabeth P. Korn. (9/25). 


Brown, Marion Marsh Westminster 
THE SWAMP FOX $2.50 
Gi The glamorous story of Francis Marion has always been a favorite, and young peo- 


ple should welcome this biography of the Robin Hood of the Carolina swamps. Young Francis, 
born of a French family and aiding his brother on the plantation, had many adventures before 
being called to fight the British - fighting Indians, shipwrecked on his first trip at sea 
and rescued on the point of dying from starvation and thirst, and participating in the 
meetings of patriotic colonials. However, it is the story of the two and one half years 

in the swamps, harassing the British, evading capture many times, undergoing privations 
with his loyal men, which will appeal to the reader. Excellent supplementary reading for 


history. (10/30). 
FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Fitzgerald, Ed Barnes 
COLLEGE SLUGGER $2.50 


The college career of a big league-destined outfielder with plenty of play-by- 
play games and a minimum of psychological complications. Marty Ferris, elevated to the 
regular team of the Fordham Rams as a sophomore, rumored to have been sponsored for a 
college education by the New York Yankees, sees his dreams come true. In spite of team 
splits, and a temptation to play illegal pro-baseball in the summer, Marty is a model 
athlete - hustling and hitting in the pinches. Finally the Rams win the Metropolitan 
Conference Championship, and Marty is signed by the Yankees. The angelic character of 
the hero is a detriment, but this is good baseball. (9/27). 














September 1, 1950 ricticn for Foun Linits continued -523- 





Waldman, Frank Houghton, Mifflin 


GIANT QUARTERBACK $2.50 


Blood, physical punishment and ferocious action in this tale of courage and the 
manly sport. Tommy Rogers, once star quarterback for the New York Giants, but forced to 
leave football because of a broken neck, starts from the beginning, working up in the 
team again, only to be sidelined permanently by another injury. However, he assumes the 
unpleasant task of coaching his successor, a fresh, self-centered rookie, soon publicity- 
happy after spectacular playing. Tommy rooms with Clyde, swallowing insults in the in- 
terests of the team. In the last important game with the Chicago Bears, however, Clyde 
redeems himself and Tommy makes one last great play. Broken bones seem to lie all around 
in this one. Illustrated by Robert Candy. (10/20). 





Little, Brown 
THE PROUD AND THE FREE $3.00 


Fast, Howard 


The author of "y Glorious Brothers here retells the story of a brief rebellion 
of some soldiers of the Pennsylvania Line in the American Revolution - with a background 
set by Carl Van Doren in Yutiny <i Jinusr. published in 1943. Through the eyes of an old 
man we see the dramatic gesture as the half-starved, unpaid men of the ranks set up their 
own Committee of Sergeants, defying the officers represented by the gentry, and set up 
their own encampment in Princeton. In spite of the return to the leadership they loathed, 
the seeds of a new spirit were sown. A fresh perspective and a thrilling American story 
make this superior supplementary reading for history. (Full report on P. 485). (10/18). 


Pashko, Stanley Messner 
ROSS DUNCAN $2.50 


A war story of jungle fighting in the Philippines in World War II and the ex- 
ploits and experiences of a young Army lieutenent is bound to raise the question of the 
suitability of this type of war fiction for young people. The blind hatred of the Japan- 
ese is resurrected here- (racial tensions are dangerous in juvenile fiction)- and the 
character of the hero is necessarily purified of Army gripes and profanity toward a 
Merriwell ideal, But Pashko has done a good job in recreating the horror and agony of 
war. Lieutenent Ross Duncan fights with his American and Filipino buddies through the 
terrible last days on Bataan against tremendous odds - snipers, nest of machine guns and 
under constant fire. After ingenious and successful raids, he is wounded, finally cap- 
tured and tortured by a former Japanese prisoner, and manages to escape. (10/16). 


Cavanna, Betty Westminster 
SPRING COMES RIDING $2.50 


Horses, dates and dances and a sister-cowed gal's discovery that she too can be 
the life of the party make this latest Betty Cavanna a sure winner. The author's straight- 
from-the-shoulder approach and her girl-to-girl appreciation of clothes, guys, and slick 
dates spark this story of Meg Sanderson, of the riding Sandersons, parents and five daugh- 
ters who owned several horses. Through boarding a beautiful palomino, Meg is able to see 
a good deal of the owner, Alan Randolph, and the angels sing. However, Meg's beautiful 
sister, Joanna, has her claws out and Meg is in a very dark corner. It is not until Meg 
goes to West Point for a dance-date in Joanna's place that shy Meg learns that being na- 
tural is her greatest charm, and from then on Meg has two boys to think about. A New 
Year's Eve ending holding hands with Alan puts the frosting on the cake. Good fun and a 
common sense attitude toward dating. (10/23). 
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Litten, Frederic Nelson Westminster 
CODE OF A CHAMPION $2.50 


It is difficult to imagine why this type of novel is published for young people- 
revealing as it does a limited, stultified point of view toward a particular cultural 
group. The plot of the story is concerned with the struggles of a young G.I., Ross Vin- 
cent, in a small town in Louisiana to drive from power a scheming and ruthless politician, 
son of a "barefoot Cajun who couldn't write his name". Ross succeeds in besting the poli- 
tician, in tracking down some shady deals, and training a beautiful setter who turns out 
to be a real champion in skill and heart. Also, there is a happy understanding between 
Ross and the bad man's beautiful daughter. However, it is unfortunate that all through 
this well-developed story with its action and dog interest there should run an under- 
current of contempt for the "Cajuns" and a depressing traditional treatment of the Negro. 
Juvenile literature which perpetuates rather than surmounts clicheed thinking handicaps 
instead of stimulates an active mind. (10/16). 


Paulson, Jack Winston 
FOURTH DOWN PASS $2.50 


A near-disastrous brush with an unscrupulous press agent separates a rising 
college athlete from the team psychologically and physically in this earnest sports novel 
for boys. Desvite the advice of his roommate, Ben Rosen, and the sportswriter Larry Hale 
to stay away from the press agent, Slip Kester, Charlie becomes a tool of Kester, in his 
publicity device to build a star. Because of Kester's efforts, Charlie loses an offer to 
play in pro-football, acquires a swelled head, and is finally removed from the team for 
lack of cooperation and spirit. However, Charlies realizes his losses and works his way 
back into the graces of his friends and Midstate U. Fast football and a new sidelight 
on the star system, although generally elementary. Illustrated by Joseph Holden. (10/23). 


NON FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Moss, W. Stanley Macmillan 
ILL MET BY MOONLIGHT $2.50 


‘The diary written by one of the members of a kidnapping "gang" whose aim was to 
abduct General Kreipe, Commander of the German foces on Crete in 1944. A vivid account 
of the dangers and success of the adventure - landing, plotting, personalities. Treated 
almost as a schoolboy escapade, this is exciting reading. Illustrated with photographs. 
(Full report on P. 506). (Publ.) 


Lieb, Frederick G. Putnam 
THE BASEBALL STORY $3.95 


This one traces the game back to the Nile League of 2000 BC - and back to apes 
and cocoanuts. Then from Sahara to New York of 1850 up through the modern era - heroes, 
goats, fans, teams and managers - and changes. A fact-crammed book by one of the well- 
known sports writers. Good fun for the fan. (Full report on P. 494). (9/15). 


Heterdahl, Thor Rand McNally 
KON-TIKI $4.00 


** A true adventure story of enchantment and excitement. The author, to prove his 
theory that the mysterious disappearance of the pre-Inca Indians of Peru had something to 
do with the origin of the Polynesians, sailed some 4,000 miles across the Pacific on 
balsa-rafts. A full quota of storms, sea monsters;- shipwreck, welcome by natives as 
white gods, and the 101 days on the open ocean to enthrall the reader. To rank with the 
works of Jules Verne in thrilling adventure. A modern classic. Illustrated with the 
author's photographs. Book of the Month for September. (Full report on P. 492). (9/5). 



































